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Good afternoon Friends,
I am pleased to welcome all of you to this press conference.  There is much that we at AUSPI would like to share with you on this occasion, and all of us here today, as members of the new team at AUSPI, look forward to interacting with you and engaging with you on issues that are important for the telecom industry in India. 

AUSPI has been in existence for several years, but this year is special for several reasons:

1. The leadership at two of our members has recently undergone a change – Mr Ratan Tata has taken over as Chairman of Tata Teleservices, and Mr Anil Ambani has taken over as Chairman of Reliance Infocomm and Reliance Telecom.  I do not think anyone in the telecom industry will have any dispute with my description of this new leadership as “formidable”.

2. The subscriber base of AUSPI’s members has recently crossed 20 million; our subscriber ramp-up, primarily on the CDMA platform which is the wireless technology of choice of AUSPI’s members, is amongst the fastest anywhere in the world.    

3. This year is the 10th anniversary of the launch of commercial CDMA operations.  The technology is proven, mature, and winning subscribers and market share all across the world.  The biggest testament to its success is the fact that the 3G evolution of the rival GSM technology is also based on intellectual property that vests with CDMA, hence giving it the name W-CDMA. Indeed, let me also take this opportunity to say here that in this same spirit of technology sharing, we at AUSPI would also like to work closer with all agencies to better promote the technology choices available to the Indian consumer.
These facts are testimony to the contribution AUSPI’s members can make and are making to the growth of tele-density in India, and the provision of high quality voice and data services to Indian customers.  We at AUSPI believe we have the right technology that can serve the needs of the Indian market, and contribute to the transition of India to a knowledge-based economy much faster than many people believe is possible.  Let me dwell on this for a moment.

The Chairman of a major Chinese telecom operator visiting India last week told me that India is being almost timid in its ambition and expectation of growth that the market can accommodate.  I mentioned to him that it is typically said in India that the market is about 5 years behind where China is; he was disbelieving, and said that those who have this view have not factored in the tremendous additional potential and capability that exists in India because of one thing – our IT capability and the intellectual horse power that exists in India.
And you know what?  He is right.  The Indian experience in both IT and telecom show that we are beginning to move tremendously fast.  In IT, from an industry turnover of Rs. 36,000 crores in 2000, we have already reached Rs. 128,000 crores in 2005; and in telecom, we have added in the last five years alone 2.5 times more subscribers than in the earlier 53 years of post-independence existence.

So the question we at AUSPI will be addressing is the following: why should India settle to be a follower, moving down a path already traversed by many other countries before us?  Can we not leapfrog ahead of the rest, by leveraging the best that technology and software capability can offer us today?
As Mr Khanna will outline in his presentation, we at AUSPI would like to espouse a vision for the growth of telecommunications connectivity in India that will see our economy surpass all current expectations of growth.  To make this more tangible to you, we believe that with the right measures put in place by the Government, we can help to achieve a target of several million subscribers by 2007.  In fact, I would venture to say that if it lies within our means, then it would be a travesty for us to settle for anything less than making telecom connectivity available to every Indian adult, and every other child in India within the next two years.   

Today, around 70% of India’s terrain and a similar proportion of the population do not even have access to a wireless telecommunications signal.  If we could change this, the societal impact it would have is huge.  Let me illustrate:

Imagine the difference it would make in this age of natural calamities if disaster alerts could be communicated instantly to thousands of potentially affected communities; to the sense of security and well-being in the hinterland if families could be in touch with and know the whereabouts of their breadwinners and loved ones every moment of the day; to the ability of agricultural communities to get a decent return on their produce if they knew the going rates available at various Mandis rather than having to rely on middle men and money-lenders; to the quality of life in rural communities if health services could be delivered on demand.  And in this season of elections, imagine the difference it would make if electronic voting machines could instantly transmit voting results, including if necessary, software controlled alerts on possible booth capturing and voting abuses, to central locations monitored by Election Commission observers!  

Successive Governments have been rightly pursuing in India a national highway construction initiative across the country, to facilitate the connectivity of Indians and to bring rural and urban markets closer together.  In a similar vein, it is hard to imagine something more right and deserving for Indian society today, or more feasible, than establishing the universal telecom connectivity that will allow us to progress much faster into the ranks of the developed nations, and that will give concrete meaning to the notion of Free Speech that is the bedrock of our democracy.

All of you in the media have played a tremendous role in shaping the evolution of policy in this country.  I hope we at AUSPI will enjoy your understanding and encouragement in the pursuit of our plans to better serve the Indian consumer, and we look forward to engaging consistently and intensively with you in the period ahead of us.  So without further ado, I would now like to hand over to Mr. Khanna, who will present to you the functions and focus of AUSPI, our belief in the potential of the Indian telecoms market, and our determination to play a meaningful role in its expansion.   
Thank you.        

