Honourable Minister for Communications and Information Technology, Thiru Dayanidhi Maran, Honourable Minister for Urban Development, Mr Jaipal Reddy, friends, ladies and gentlemen:
On behalf of the Association of Unified Telecom Service Providers of India (AUSPI), which represents the CDMA wireless and wireline operators in India, let me welcome all of you to this function on sharing of mobile infrastructure - One Vision One Reality.  This event reflects a somewhat unique coming together of key stakeholders, including sometimes bitter rivals, in the telecom industry.  And for this, one has to principally thank our youthful Minister, Mr Maran, whose initiative and determination to query the unquestioned has brought us all together. 

This is also one occasion when we get a chance to applaud the contribution of our colleagues in the Industry Associations and the hard-working officials of the DoT and various central and state Government departments, people like Mr TV Ramachandran and Mr SC Khanna, and Mr M. Sahu, who have diligently applied themselves to ensure that today’s event could become possible.  Our thanks to them, their team members and everyone who has contributed to the success of this function.   
As the presentation that follows will show, this effort to share infrastructure amongst the mobile operators serves several valuable purposes, including enhancing the aesthetics of the environment; optimizing the usage of resources; improving the quality of service; and incentivising faster roll-out of infrastructure to deliver much needed connectivity to the public.

There are very valuable lessons for the industry in the  process that was adopted to achieve what we have seen today in terms of infrastructure sharing – the cause was one everyone agreed as being important; the method adopted to achieve the objective was quickly agreed upon by all players, with direction and strong encouragement and support from Minister Maran; the project execution was imbued with a constructive and forward-looking spirit; information was shared transparently and fully; and Government officials were totally engaged in getting the project off the ground and delivering concrete results as fast as possible.  If we can have the same approach of public-private partnership to many of the other challenges we face, imagine what we can achieve.
The spirit of camaraderie and cooperation that has made this event possible needs to be sustained, if we are to collectively overcome the several challenges that lie ahead of us.  As a nation, we have a very long way to go before we start catching up with the productivity levels and economic strength of the developed countries, and the living standards and quality of life of their people.  Rather than spend our energies in creating competitive hurdles to each other’s success, let us look to the contribution we can make to the growth of our economy and our country.  Let us take pride in what we have achieved so far, and examine what we can further contribute.  

On that note, let me once again thank all of you for joining this function, and salute those who have helped to make this event possible.
Thank you.

(Mukund Govind Rajan)

