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PRESS RELEASE

CDMA-GSM Coexistence Demonstration in
1900 MHz Band Concluded Successfully

· Field trial conducted by AUSPI on behalf of DoT shows no interference between the two technologies
· Demonstration proves coexistence of PCS 1900 Mhz CDMA and UMTS 2100 MHz WDCDMA is possible
· Demo conducted along with technical experts nominated by Wireless Planning & Coordination (WPC) , Telecom Engineering Center (TEC) and Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
· Demonstration concluded on October 19
New Delhi, 23 October 2007: Extensive field trials conducted in Hyderabad by the Association of Unified Service Providers of India - on behalf of the Department of Telecommunications - have proved that coexistence of PCS 1900 MHz (CDMA) and UMTS 2100 MHz (WCDMA) systems is possible. The demonstration, which took place in the Central Business District in the South Indian city in a real-life situation, were conducted over a period of several weeks.

The demonstration has laid to rest the longstanding debate on interference-related issues between the two technologies at the boundary of the 1900 MHz band. The results of the field demo showed that both systems CDMA and WCDMA systems in PCS and UMTS bands, respectively can co-exist.

Given the spectrum crunch in India and to meet the ever growing subscriber needs, this outcome will aide the DoT in making the right spectrum allocation decisions. This translates into huge savings in the spectrum being used by telecom service providers in the country.

The schedule of the demonstration was finalized by AUSPI, in discussion with technical experts from WPC, TEC and TRAI, who were also present in a supervisory capacity. The actual trials were conducted by AUSPI members (Tatas, Reliance, ZTE Corp and Qualcomm). The Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI) was also invited for the trials.

Mr K Narayanan, ex-Program Director of the country’s INSAT program (under the Department of Space), oversaw the demonstration in the capacity of Independent Technical Observer. Mr Narayanan is an internationally renowned radio and space scientist and was also awarded the Padma Shree for his contributions in the space of radio and space sciences.

A report from the government experts involved in the demo is expected shortly. Likewise, Mr Narayanan is also expected to submit his separate report.

The demonstration has proved that PCS1900 and UMTS 2.1 GHz system can coexist. To meet the increasing demand of subscriber needs now additional spectrum requirement for CDMA operators can be met through allocations in PCS (1900 MHz) band.
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